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Administrative History: Artificial collection created by WKU Archives to group band images together.  The 
majority of the photos are from WKU sources, but some donated by individuals.   
 
The first band at the WKTC was formed in 1925 as a student organization and was led by student director 
Joyce Felts. There were 20 members. By the next year, a faculty director, Franz J. Strahm, was employed, and 
the band had grown to 30 members. That same year the college spent $2,000 on band instruments. The band 
continued a steady growth over the next ten or so years, gradually expanding the number of services provided 
by the university. By 1939, the band had grown to 110 members and was a regular feature at WKTC football 
games. The most advanced concert-performing group through this period of the band's history was called the 
Concert Band. Several different conductors served as the band's director, including: John Vincent in 1939-1940 
and 1943-1945; and Hugh Gunderson 1940-1943, 1946-1949, and 1952-1956. In 1956, Ed Knob assumed the 
position of director of bands which he held for nine years. Under his leadership the marching band had up to 
100 members and a wind ensemble was formed. Dr. David Livingston assumed the directorship of the WKU 
bands in 1965, and served in that capacity until 1969. Dr. Livingston's tenure included the largest marching 
bands to that time (up to 116 members), large concert bands, and an all-female jazz band called Gemini 15. 
Roger McConnell became band director in 1969, a position in which he served for two years. Under the 
leadership of Kent Campbell, who held the directorship from 1972 to 1993, the longest tenure on record, the 
WKU band program enjoyed the largest participation in its history. His marching bands contained p to 170 
members and the Concert Band, later called the Chamber Band, had a membership of up to 80 members.  
 
Source: various programs including the Program for the Kentucky Music Educators Association In-
Service/Professional Development Conference, 02/09/2007, UA68/9/1, B6F18 
 
Description: Images of WKU marching band, orchestra, symphonies, etc. 
 
Dates: 1906-present  
 
Extent: 34 folders, oversize, 75 negatives, 3 slides 
 
Subject Analytics:  
Band uniforms 
Bands 






Thompson, Kelly, 1909-1993 
Western Kentucky University 
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Images with UA1C4/4 prefix 
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UA37/4 Franz Strahm Personal Papers 
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UA94 Student/Alumni Personal Papers 
 
Preferred Citation: UA1C4/4 Band Photos, WKU Archives, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed and collection inventory created 2019. 
03/19/2019 
Finding Aid Report 
Container Folder 
UA1C4.4 
Creator Date Title 
UA1C WKU Archives Photograph Collection  
Series 4 Groups & Associations  
Subseries 4 Band Photos 
Subseries 
WKU Archives 






Scope & Content 
Print, Photographic 
UA1C4 Linked to 
NC N5586-N5588; 
N5598-N5602 






WKU Archives 1978 Groups & Associations - Student - Band 
Marching bands 





WKU Archives 1955 Groups & Associations - Student - Band 








NC N13235-N13291 WKU Archives Negatives 
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Image donated by Susie Walker 
UA2013-83 donated by Sarah Snyder 
  
Basketball Team Reception from New York, 1942 
Colonnade (WKU) 








Bowling Green, KY 
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UA1977-? donated by Mrs. W.C. Sumpter 
  
Strahm, Franz 
Russian Normal Symphony Orchestra 
Western College Symphony Orchestra 
Western Normal Chorus 
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Talley, N.A. Jr. 
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Hardwick, Morris Jr. 






























































Description Subjects Asbury, Robert 



























































































































Mathews, W.L. Jr. 
McCoy, Lou 
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Contact images 
Negatives 4x5, 120 
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Weaver, Jan 
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Van Meter (WKU) 
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